SETTLEMENT OF THE BARBARIANS
religion, which had had its origin in the towns, slowly spread
through the country districts.
At a time when there were no Christians except in tho towns,
the bishop was the head of the Christian community; there was
one in the chief town of every dvitas, as well as in a few fortified
towns and ports. The list of bishoprics was settled as curly as the
sixth century, and remained unchanged till the creations made
by the Avignon popes in the fourteenth century. The bishop was
united to his city by a mystic bond and could not be transferred
to any other see. As a rule, he was a man belonging to a rich and
noble Roman family of the district, He exercised all the powers
above enumerated as belonging to the religious authority over
his clergy and flock, and after the disappearance of the imperial
officials he remained the sole head of the civil population, side
by side with the count, who was the king's military delegate.
The bishops of each province continued to hold assemblies, or
councils, presided over by the bishop of the chief town, or metro-
polis, hence known as the metropolitan, at which the rules to be
imposed upon the Church were decided, disputes were settled,
and measures taken for the maintenance of communion and unity
of doctrine with the bishops of the other provinces and the pope,
the head of the universal Church, The sense of Roman unity
survived in the mystical idea of the unity of the Church,
jformation op parishes
This system underwent a transformation as the inhabitants of
the territory of the cwitates became Christians, a process that took
place as early as the fourth century in the south, where the
civitates were more numerous and their territory smaller, while in
the centre and the west it went on during the sixth century, and
in the north and east was only completed in the ninth century,
The bishop would send out from the town priests whose duty
it was to act in his stead in places where a church had been built
for the assembly of the faithful. Churches were first created in
the larger villages, or imt where there still existed a population
of small landowners and artisans; Gregory of Tours mentions
some fifteen of these in his own diocese. The great landowners
founded oratories for the use of themselves and those living on
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